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TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL

PLANS COMMITTEE MEETING

Town Hall - Bridge Street, Bideford, EX39 2HS

Thursday, 17 January 2019 - 9.30 am

PRESENT Councillor R Lock (Chair)
Councillors M Brown, P Christie, K Davis, P Hackett, R Julian, 
M Langmead, J Langton-Lockton and P Watson

ALSO PRESENT S Harrington - Development Manager
S Dorey - Senior Solicitor
J Jackson - Principle Planner
D Fuller - Planning Officer
I Rowland - Senior Planning Policy Officer
S Cawsey - Democratic Services Officer

6 members of the public

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

APOLOGIES   -  There were no apologies for absence.

61.  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 4 October 2018 were agreed and signed as a 
correct record.

(Vote: For - Unanimous)

The Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on 25 October 2018 were agreed 
and signed as a correct record.

(Vote: For - Unanimous)

62.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

The Chair reminded Members to declare their interests when the relevant item was 
up for discussion.  Declarations of interest were made as indicated below and in 
accordance with the previously agreed arrangements for “dual-hatted” Members.

63.  AGREEMENT OF AGENDA BETWEEN PARTS I AND II 

That the Agenda as circulated be agreed.
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64.  URGENT MATTERS 

There were no urgent matters, but the Chair informed the Committee that the next 
Planning Evidence Gathering meeting had been scheduled for Thursday 24 
January 2019 at 10am in the Town Hall, Bideford.  This meeting will also include 
further training in relation to the Local Plan.

65.  FUTURE SITE VISITS 

The Chair informed the Committee that there were currently no site visits planned. 

66.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

The Chair advised the Committee and members of the public of the details in 
respect of the Council’s public participation scheme. 

67.  APPEAL DECISIONS SUMMARY 

The Committee noted the Appeal Decisions.

68.  COSTS ON APPEALS 

The Committee noted the Costs on Appeal Decisions.

69.  DELEGATED DECISIONS - AGMB APPLICATIONS 

The Committee noted the Delegated Decisions.

70.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Prior to the presentation of the planning applications, the Chair asked that respect 
be shown for the view of the speakers, even if their views differed.

(a)  Application No. 1/1169/2018/FUL

The following Councillors attended the site visit:

Councillors: R Lock, M Brown, P Christie, K Davis, J Langton-
Lockton,
M Langmead and P Watson

Application No. 1/1169/2018/FUL  -  Proposed conversion of 
existing office accommodation over Barclays Bank to 9 bedroom 
HMO (Sui Generis Use) - 84A High Street, Bideford, Devon

Interests:    Councillors M Langmead and P Christie declared 
personal interests – dual hatted – Bideford Town Council

Officer recommendation:    Grant
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The planning application had been called into Plans Committee by 
Councillor Christie for Members to consider whether this proposal is 
overdevelopment or not.

Prior to the presentation Members were:

 Reminded that the application is for proposed conversion of 
existing office accommodation to a House in Multiple 
Occupation (HMO) and they must disregard any information in 
terms of assisted living.   

 Advised of an existing permission which expires in August, for 
the conversion of upper floors to five in number flats.

The Planning Officer presented the report and advised Members of 
the main planning considerations.

During the debate Members raised a number of concerns which 
included:

 Parking – Highways had raised no objections and considered 
the proposal to be acceptable.

 Security for the building and individual rooms – this was not a 
planning matter and would be covered under the HMO Licence 
which the applicant was required to obtain.

 Designated areas for bicycles/pushchairs, waste and recycling 
and the width of access to this area – the proposed plan 
shows a communal area which Officers had chosen not to 
condition.  There is no requirement under planning to provide 
that particular space.  There is a designated area for each 
room.  No objections had been raised by the Waste & 
Recycling Department at the Council.

 Shared facilities being archaic – with only two small 
kitchenettes there was concern this could cause personal 
clashes.  Member also felt there was a need for someone to 
attend each day to assist with the smooth running of the HMO.  
It was confirmed that the day to day running of the HMO would 
be covered under the Licence.

 Reference was made to the statements of the applicant and 
Home Life. The concern was that this referred to the HMO in 
Barnstaple where there is “live in assistance”.  The Planning 
Officer addressed this issue and advised that in terms of the 
planning permission there is no restriction to any end user.
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It was proposed by Councillor Lock, seconded by Councillor Watson 
that the application be approved.

A recorded vote was taken to approve the application.

Councillor For Against Abstain
Cllr R Lock X
Cllr M Brown X
Cllr P Christie X
Cllr K Davis X
Cllr P Hackett X
Cllr R Julian X
Cllr M Langmead       X
Cllr J Langton-Lockton X
Cllr P Watson X

(Vote:  For 4, Against 5)

The motion was lost.

The Development Manager, the Chair and Planning Officer reminded 
Members that they would need to provide robust reasons for refusing 
the application.

On advice from the Senior Solicitor it was proposed, seconded and 
agreed that the meeting go into Part II to enable legal advice to be 
given to the Committee, and Members of the public were asked to 
leave.    Legal advice was given.

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the meeting go back into 
Part I.   When the public were readmitted the Senior Solicitor advised 
them that she had provided the Committee with legal advice in 
relation to reasons for refusing the application.

Members further debated the proposal and again had concerns with 
the bicycle/pushchair designated area.   The Planning Officer 
explained that although the area was outlined in red on the proposed 
plan, this did not mean the applicant had to adhere to this.    To 
ensure this area is used only for bicycles etc. a condition would need 
to be imposed.

It was agreed that an additional condition be imposed namely, that 
the communal area outlined in red on the plan shall be used for 
bicycles and pushchairs only and shall not be used for any other 
purpose, and retained as such thereafter.

It was proposed by Councillor Langmead, seconded by Councillor 
Watson that the application be approved subject to the additional 
condition as stated above.
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A recorded vote was taken to approve the application.

Councillor For Against Abstain
Cllr R Lock X
Cllr M Brown X
Cllr P Christie X
Cllr K Davis X
Cllr P Hackett X
Cllr R Julian X
Cllr M Langmead X       
Cllr J Langton-Lockton X
Cllr P Watson X

(Vote:  For 8, Against 1)

The motion was carried.

RESOLVED:

That the application be Granted subject to the additional 
condition stated above and the conditions as set out in the 
report.

(b)  Application No. 1/1156/2018/FUL

The following Councillors attended the site visit:

Councillors: R Lock, M Brown, P Christie, K Davis, M Langmead and 
P Watson

Application No. 1/1156/2018/FUL  -  Proposed boxing club 
extension - Bideford Amateur Boxing Club, Pollyfield Community 
Centre, Avon Road, Bideford

Interests:   Councillors M Langmead and P Christie declared personal 
interests – dual hatted – Bideford Town Council

Officer recommendation:    Grant

The planning application had been called into Plans Committee 
because the land is owned by the Local Authority.

Prior to the presentation the Committee were informed of the 
following amendment to the report:

Page 77  -  Policy ST22 of the NDTLP – to also include:

 d)  where it can be accessed without generating unacceptable 
levels of traffic on the local road network and / or reducing 
highway safety
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The Planning Officer presented the report and advised Members of 
the main planning considerations.

During the debate all Members were supportive of the application, 
acknowledging the need for the additional space and highlighting the 
positive aspects of the Boxing Club.

Reference was made to a representation letter received which related 
to an existing outside light shining into a residents garden.   Although 
the application did not include any proposal for lighting, it was agreed 
that an additional condition be imposed stating that any future 
external lighting proposed be approved in writing by the Authority 
prior to erection.

It was proposed by Councillor Langmead, seconded by Councillor 
Langton-Lockton that the application be approved, subject to the 
additional condition as stated above.

A recorded vote was taken to approve the application.

Councillor For Against Abstain
Cllr R Lock X
Cllr M Brown X
Cllr P Christie X
Cllr K Davis X
Cllr P Hackett X
Cllr R Julian x
Cllr M Langmead X
Cllr J Langton-Lockton X
Cllr P Watson X

(Vote:  For – unanimous)

RESOLVED:

That the application be Granted, subject to the additional 
condition as stated above and the conditions as set out in the 
report.

 
(c)  Application No. 1/1225/2018/FUL

Application No.  1/1225/2018/FUL -  Extension of enclosed 
barbecue amenity area. - The Gables, Anglers Paradise, Winsford 
Lane, Halwill Junction

Interests:   All Members declared a personal interest – elected 
Members of the Council.
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Officer recommendation:    Grant

The planning application had been called into Plans Committee 
because the applicant is an elected Member of the Council.

The Planning Officer presented the report and advised Members of 
the main planning considerations.

It was proposed by Councillor Hackett, seconded by Councillor 
Langmead that the application be approved.

A recorded vote was taken to approve the application.

Councillor For Against Abstain
Cllr R Lock X
Cllr M Brown X
Cllr P Christie X
Cllr K Davis X
Cllr P Hackett X
Cllr R Julian x
Cllr M Langmead X
Cllr J Langton-Lockton X
Cllr P Watson X

(Vote:  For – unanimous)

RESOLVED:

That the application be Granted subject to the conditions as 
stated in the report.

71.  PLANNING DECISIONS 

RESOLVED

That the Planning decisions for the period 19 October 2018 and 9 January 2019 be 
noted.

The meeting commenced at 9.30am and closed at 10.40am.

Chair: Date:


